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IN TAKING HOLD OF THE IM-
PORTANT WORKE MAPPED OUT
BY PRESIDENT VANCE—GOVER-

NOR ATKINSON AND CONGRESS-

MAN DOVENER WELCOMED

THE VISITORE ELOQUENTLY.

PRESIDENT. VANCE RESPOND.
ED WITH CORDIALITY—THE AN-

NUAL REPORTS OF THE PRESI-

DENT, SECRETARY AND TREAS-

URER SUBMITTED — LAST

NIGHT'S RECEPTION A MAGNIF-

ICENT SUCCESS. [

HE third annual convention of
the Ohlo Valley Improvement
Assoclation began yesterday In
this city, and elthough th
or Aal s l’ P Al
emallSthe enthuslasm of those who are
here makes up for their limited number.
During the addresses of Governor At-
kinson and President Vance at the open~
ing buslness session of the gathering,

- held In the Carroll Club, auditorium,
sentiments expreseed by the speakers in
tavor of the extensive lmprovement of
the river by locks and dams, were fre-

L

qguently lauded and showed the
spirit of the gathering ciearly and un-
kably. In the of his an-

nual report, President Vance pald a de-
perved tribute to Congressman Dovener,
of this district, who has been untiring
in the work for river lmprovement In
Congress; that the tribute {s one of én-
tire sincority can be judged when it'is
known that Colonel Vance Is not only
2 Demograt. but also edits 8 Democratio
newspapet, the Bulletin, of Gallipolls,

Only one business sesalon was held,
and It was called to order at noon, The
disappolnting feature of the sesslon was

the surprisingly poor ehowing made by

Pittsburgh at this conventlon. Some
thirty delegates had been named by the
coal exc and ch of come
merce, and of these only four or five
had put In_an sppeamnce, Captain
John F. Dravo, the father of the free
pavigation idea on the Monongahela,
and a man who never misses an oppar-
tunlty to put in p good hard lick for:
river Improvemen:, spoke swongly In
denunciation of the lack of Interest that
geems {0 have been shown by most of
the delegates named to represent Plits-
burgh. .

The feature of the afternoon was the
tralley ride, the delegates belng the
guests of Mr. B. W, Peterson, vice pres-
fdent of the Wheeling Rallway Com-
pany. The visitors had & comprehsn-
slve Inslght Into the Industrial Impart-
snoe of Lhe Greater Whesling after their
trip had concluded. 5

In the evening, the reception to the
visltars, at Wheeling Park, was the at-
traction on the pregramme, and it was
a magnificent success. Some six hun-
dred persons attended this hand

A GREAT SUCCESS |

RIVER IMPROVEMENT CONVENTION.

Although the Attondance is Un- e

or  twenty-five

AL {he- Earthest,
FIRST MOVABLE DAMS.

| “The first movable dams in Americn,

inconnection with slick water improve-
ment, were bullt on the Great Kana-

the :nn; civer In this state.” The usefuiness
liavs _ j
'| Moveablé dams are kept up during low

adaptabllily of moveable dams
‘been  thorbughly established.

stages and down during high water.

r advantages over the grdinary fix-
od damh for a commerce and river llke
the Ohio are very decided. as they fur-
nlah the benefits of the usual slack wa-
ter without Its most serious inconve-

Bald Governor Atkinson: .
GOVERNOR ATKINSON,
“Mr, Preajlent and Fellow Cltiseny:—
I feel very much like the laté General
N. P. Banks, of Massachusetts ‘at that
time o member of the Fifty-first Con-
gress, ‘when ‘a conslderfition of the
financlal affalrs of the country was be-
fore n caticus of the political party to
which he btelonged. ~ 8ald “he, “Mr,
Chalrman, 1 don’'t know anything about
the money problém, and I therefore feel
it to be my duty to mike a speech upon
the subject.”. T koow very little about
the great undertaking of locklng  and
damming the Ohlo river, and yet T, like
General Ba feel like saying o few
words upon the abject. ) 3
“It has been arsigned to .me, my
frienda, by the chamber of commerce af
this clty, to welcome the members of
this nssocintion and:thelr friends to the
city of Wheeling and the state of West
Virginla, We'are rejoiced to have you
us. Wheeling s well ki ‘all
over this country, and the world, for
‘that matter, and for m generatlon or
more she has been known, not only asa’
manufacturing ¢ity, but elso as a clty
of enterprise anfl wealth, [ Just how the
name of Wheeling orlginated none of us
«ean tell; but all of us who reslde here
kngw that she nbver falla to wheel Into
line on every mavement which tends to
advance the Intercats of all classes and
dovelop the Intelligence and the re-
sources of our great country. The only
reason, my friepds, why we have not
grown Into & great city, 1s because we
had not epough level ground upon
which to bulld it. For a half century
we have kept in the swim of progress.
and we are now, only In the dawn  of
what we are §'et to be, »
“Agnin§ say, Mr. Presldent, on behalf
of all our people, 1 welcome: the Ohlo
Fiver Improvement Assoclation as dis-
tinguished guests, and I " you,

‘and drawbacks. - With fixed

| dams everything must pass through the
looks,

#, With them navigation is entirely
suspended when the river is near to or
above the lock walls. . The difference be-
tween the fized and moveable dams In
the scour and wash of the banks abont
‘the wurks, {8 also greatly In fayor of the

modern ype «

“With-moveable dams the locks are
b used only 'when the water In the river Is
80 low as to make them nees ry. - At
all other times the dams are kept low-
ered, practically on the river boltom
and out of the way, affording unob-
strocted, open oavigation.. This 11 a

t adv to all ¢l of. com-
merce and especially for coal, which is
always shipped in fleets. More barges
can be transported by o tow boat and
much better time made in an open river
than when it Is made necessary (o use
the locks.

*The gauge record of ¢he Great Ha-
nawha river for the last twenty years,
shows an average of 196 days In the
year when there (s flve feet of water for
open mavigation, nnd 142 days srhen the
average |5 'six feet or more. m this
it appears that coal can be shipped by
open river about slx months in the
year, during which time the maveable
dama will be down and vnusued, The
remalnder of the year, .or when the riv-
er falls below a coal boat stage, the
dams are kept up, which ‘affords an av-
erage avallable alack water depth of slx
feat all the year, } i

MEANS CHEAP FREIGHTS.

“It 1s well understood, Mr, President,
at slack water transportation affords
the cheapest possible freight rates, es-
peclally when the hiaul s of great
length., The frelght on coal from Pltts-
burgh to New Orleans will not average
over one-fifteenth of one cent per ton
per mile, The coal barges, consldering
their cost and length of life are cheap
::nrrlers. They cost from oné to two

gentlemen, that everything will be done
on the part of our people, to make your
stay pleasant, and, 1 trust, profitable, as
well. : ®

A NEVER FATLING HIGHWAY.

“yr. President, we have within Wost
Virginla five hundred miles of naviga-
ble rivers, nearly two thousand miles
of railroads, and no one can estimale
the extent of our coal and coke and oll
and gas and timber. It Is the purpose
of your organixntion to make the Ohlo
river, which washes the border of our
state for three hundred miles, more
navigable and more usefol. It is your
alm, as an organization, by a sy
of locks and dams, to make this great
natural artery of commerce A never
falling publle highway for heavy
{reights. The rivers of the continent
are the natural anterles through which
the trade of the country Is Intended to
pass; and it |s ¢herefore the duty of the
people to Improve these publle high-
ways lo every way possible, because all
A £ oitl

a will thereby be bene-
fitted. ‘I am glad that this association
of enterprising-men was formed for the
purpase of Intes he g t
of'the United States in the improvement
of this great water-way.

“It is believed by many, and T am one
of them, that the Ohlo valley, ln ad-
vantages and (possibilities 18" the richeat
valley on enrth. In climate, In location,
{n mol}, in Lron, in ealt, In ofl, In gas, in
timber, In water-power, in stone, and in
enterprlse, education and intelllxence. It
cannot ensily be surpassed. To alack the
water of this great river would very
gdon cauvse it to be almost a continuous

1 dollars each and Imst about
ten gears. One of these barges carry
anywhere from 10,000 to 20,000 bushels,or
from 400 to 700 tons of coal, which would
e equal to a traln of twenty to thirty
cars of twenty tons gach. In opén navi-
gatlon on the Big Kanawha, a tow boat
handles from four to fourteen loaded
barges, depending, of course, on the
stage of the rlver and the #lze of the
tow boat. In the Ohio river from the
mouth of the Kanawha down, the tow
toats take from fourteen to thirty-four
barges eich. A fieat of thirty barges
about 400,009 bushels, or about 16,000
tons, which if loaded Into twenty ton
ears, would make thirty trains of twen-
ty-six eara each, or a continuous line of
cars nearly six miles long. 1 mentlon
these facts simply to emphasize the Im-
portance of improving the navigatlon of
the Ohio river in order to afford cheap
freight mter, which will be an advant-
age to'the consumer as well as to the
producer, and w1ll redound to the ben-
efit of all the peopls,

“The Ohlo, my friends, is & nntlonal
water way. Ax |t sweeps past our homes
in its meandering way to the sea, It
does not tell of Pennsylvanie, or Ohlo,
or West Virginin, or Kentucky, or In-
dlana, or 1llinols. While, In o sense, It
may sing a ‘song of these great states,
but above and beyond' them all, It tells
the story, of & nation united, of a coun-
try that nll of us love. & country with
one constitiition and one flag, n country
of peace and at pesce with all the
world, a country with,one alm and des-
tiny, a country unltesl and under God,
one and Indivisible now and forever.
And see the rivers how thoy run,

Through wools and meadows, in shades

clty of manufactures from Plttsburgh

function prepared for the enter
of the visitors, and on ali sldes were
heard expressi of admiration and
appreciation of the kind of hospitality
which Wheeling invariably extends to
visltors within her gates.

To-day the conventlon cloees, the firmt
seaxion belng called for 9:30 o'clock this
morning, In the Carroll Club audito-
rium. Yesterday there was a general
impressign that the seapions of the con-
ventlon are not open to the publle, and
for this reason the attendance of towns-
people wag very small. People wWho are
1 4 in the 1 of the
great Ohlo river are cordlally Invited to
atlend the eessions of the conventlon
this morning and efternoon. At the
efternoon sesslon oflicers are to be
elected.

THE BUSIKESS SESSION

The Comvention Negan at moon—Ad-
dreases and Reporis Made.

The first business sesslon of the con-
vention was not called to order until
noon, in the Carroll Club nuditorinm.
The delegutes gathered at 10:30,the hour
announced, but the opening was delay-
ed In order o awalt the arrival of the
Pittsburgh delegation. The hall was
handsomely decorated for the cccasion;
on the stage were palms In profusion,
also bunting and flags. The gallery and
other parts of the auditorium were also
decorated neatly. Before the conven-
tion got down to work, the cradentials
committee reported that only members
of the associntlon would have the
privilege of the floor: or members of
bodies Eolding memberships.

The following visitora reglstered be-
fore the sesslon was on:

Cincinnati—J, P, Elllson, suoerinten-
dent of the Pittsburgh and Cinclnnatl
packet line; M. T. Hissen, B. W, Wise,
H. Rigdon, F. A. Laldley.

Newport—Dan  Lacey, Q.
Brown.

Covington—R. I Agnew,

Louisville—I. &, Beilbold, Charles J.
O'Conner, B, Gallett], L. P. Hammers,

Wheellng—Hon. B. B, Davener, Wil-
{am M. List, Hulllhen Quarrinr, Jogeph
fpeldel, B. Wi Peterson, G. W, Atkin-
som, C. J. Rawlings, W. P, Hubbard,

Catlettsburg—J. M. Kirker, W, A.
Pation,

Fvansville=Frank Tardy, C.'J. Mur-

Parls

phy. .
Letart Falls—=Willlam T. Anderson.
Plttsburgh—Captain  James A. Hens
derson, president Pittsburgh and Cin-
cinnat] packet line: Gearge H. Andor-
son, Captialn John H. Dravo,
Marietta—T, I). Dale, A I, Folllet,

Charles Richardson, Oscar H. Lam-
bert, . B, Torpy.
Mnartin's Ferry—W, H. Smith, J, 8,

Cochran, 1

Hannlbal—Captailn Charles  Muhle-
man.

Morgantown—Prof. 1. C. White,

Gallipofis~FPresident Jaan L. Vanes,
Thomas L. Hell.

Belialre—J. E. Blackburn,

At noon, Capt, Dovener addrossed the
meating, He desired to mag that the
sesslons of the gonvention are opon to
the public. He hoped this would be
generilly clrculnted  theough the clty.
Proceeding, Captain IdMvener gave na
thort mocount of the career of the ag-
soclatiun, telling of the Initial mooting
at Cincinpoat! In the fall of '00, at which

to. Clnel ti; and T hazard nothing
when I gay this will ba done before an-
other generation shall ‘come and go.

1 find, Mr. President, that the United
States government has Approprinted up
to this time, $2.330,000 for the locking
and damming of the Ohlo river. Lock
No. 1, known as “Davia’ Island Dam," n
fewr miles below Pltsburgh, was com-
pleted In 1585, Since that time §1,230,000
has been appropriated by the general
government for the construction of
Incke 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8 which, when com-
pleted, will slack the water, from forty
to fifty miles below Piltsburgh. No
work has been done upon any of thess
locks, except (o secure the titles to the
land. except upon lock No."6. 1f when
No. 6 I8 completed, it wounld seem to me
not to be a mistake, but the course of
wisdom, to loeate a dam in the vicinity
of this ¢ity, and thus afford a pool for
the benefit of the manufacturing Inter-
eats of Wheeling and  nelghboring
towns; and, ns n_matter of course, work
could be earried aldng upon the dams
{arther up the river, while the Improve-
ment 1s going on here. Locks 2, 3, 4 and
G were skipped, and & was taken up,
%rhich affords o precedent, and It séems
tn me a sensible one, to next begin work
upon n lock at Wheellng, and at the
same time go on with the locks lald
out above us. Now that the government
has taken hold of the work of Improv-
(ng this river In earnest, it should be
pushed along with all possible speed.

VERY HEAVY TONNAGE.

*The tonnage on the Ohlo, even In Its
present conditjon, ls very great. The
lack-tender at the Davis Island dam re-
ported for 1896, the passage up strenm
of 7.856 steamers and crafts, and down
stream of 12,185, with a total tonnage
of 4511759 tops of heavy frelghts, The
‘entire tonnage upon the Ohlo-river, ex-
cluglve of rafts and loose freights, for
the gear 1856, amoninted to 9.914,475 ac-
tual tops, while the passengers carried
by steamboats on the river for that
year numbered 122208 The construc-
tlon of one dam has added greatly to
the traffie of the river. With twenty or
thirty maore aof thése locks and dams,
the frelghtage wonld almont double ev-
ery year. It ¢ great now, bui-it Is only
in the dawn of what It will be, under
this sgstem of Improvements, In the
years that are fo be.

*The (irent Kanawha river, next to
| the Tennessee, the Inrgest of the Ohlo's
iributasies, has been Jocked and dam-
med for one hundred miles.  Before
slack water was Introduced down thers,
the commerce oOf that at valley, on
the tiver, was comparatively Ihalgnifl-
cant, Xow it has reached nenrly one
and a hall million tons per year on the
rlver alone, and s steadlly an the In-
ervane, The tonnage upon the two rall-
ronds {n that villey Is about double the
frelghtage upon the river;but the chean
rates upon the river, keep the tarlff
dawn upon the milroads to the smallest
possfhie rates for nll westward com-
merce, Thore are ten locks and dams
upon thal river—all eompleted but one,
and it [n practichally finishod—~which cost
thee government, Indround numbers $4,-
000,000, nad all buslness people  will ad-
mit that this vast outlay of money was
wellupent. Vastpumsof money have been
expended, and are now being expended
by Uncte Sam 10 all portion® of our na-
tional domaln vpon our eivers, with the
ohject of alding In the development and
improvement of the sectlons of country
which they draln: and yel these great
natfonal impeovements are still in thelr
infancy.

“The locking and damming of the
Kapawha was begun in 1673, and will be

i I i

1, alow—
Wave succeeding wave, they go
A various fourney to the deep,
Like human life to endless sleep.

“Agaln I welcome you to Wheellng,
and bid you God speed In pour work.

Gavernor Atklnson was {requently
appiauded, and at the close was given
the generous applause of the andience.

COLONEL VANCE RESPONDS.

Colonel J6hn L. Vance, president of
the' association, responded In an  elo-
quent speech, in which he sald:

In his response to Governor Atkin-
gon's Epeech welcoming the axsoclation,
Presldent Vance first spoke of his enr-
1lest mcqualntance with Wheeling; this
wis In the elvil war when he came here
in command of a Weat Virginia regi-
ment of Union volunteers. The warmth
of Wheeling’s welcome at that time
made him feel prowd to gerve in a regi-
ment aceredited to the new Mountaln
state. On mnother oceasion he had tast-
od of Wheellng's hospltality; on the oc-
canion of the visit of the rivers and hor-
bors committee of Congress In the
spring of 1806, The committee and riv-
ermen had been met at Falrmont by en-
thusinstle delegations of Pennsylva-
nlans and West Virginians; nand
dawrn the Monongaheln to Plitsburgh,
In Plttsburgh, and down the Ohlo o
Wheeling, there had been one round of
enthuslasm by the people of the various
communities, & showlng of popular sen-
timent that withont doubt influenced
the large appropriation that followed in
Congress,

Speaking of West Virginla, Colonel
Vance said that Pennsylvania must
Inok out or the Mountain state will
wrest from her great nelghbar the title
of leader among the states In production
of coal, {ron and oll,

WEST VIRAINIA FORTUNATE.

West Virginla has been fortunate in
her governors, continued the speaker.
Ex-Governor Fleming, of Falrmont, s
an honored member of our asgociation,
and asslsted at Ite organization in Cin-
elnnatl. The same applies to ex-Gov-
ernor MacCorkle, who dellvered a mag-
nificent address at the Cinelnnntl meet-
Ing in 1895. And Mr. Atkinson upholds
the record of his predecessors, and goes
even farther In wishing us God spied.

In concluslon, the speaker referred to
the fine reception given the delegates
by Wheellng. Such receptions are an
Incentive to forther good work by the
aspoclation. They glve ué cournge to go
ahend and do all In our power to do, Wa
are made up of six great stntes of the
Unlon, Pennsylvania, Went' Virginia,
Ohlo, Indinna, 1llinols and Kentucky,
which latter, by the way, sald the
speaker, Governor Atkinson forgot te
mentlon {n his eloguent speech.

“And Kentucky, you know,
wou really cannot forget,” sald Colonel
Vance, turning toward Mr. Atkinson,
who was seated near him onithe stage,

These aix  states, continued Colonel
Vanee, have 11,000,000 people, fully one-
meventh of the population of our coun-
try, and all of them directly Interested
{n our work. Mr. Atkinson was rlght;
In twenty or twenty-flve  genrs  Lhis
great Ohio river will bo navigable the
year nround from Plitaburgh to Calro,
(AppIntre.)

CONVENTION AT WORIK,

The cunvention was then called {o or-
der. The convention committees wors
then anmounced by President Vanoy, us

followa:
Nomination of ofMcers—Paris C
Brown, Cineinnatl; Hulllhen Quarrier,

GVErnar,

Wheeling; Charles Richardson, Hnrh:l.-]

on |

finished | town.

: 1 &hi
handed to the secretary and \referrs

without debate to the mittdd oo Tea-
olutions, . e E
The resolution was seconded by Capt.

Henderson and passed.

The réport of 'thé comm
dentinls was made, The entire m#m-
bershlp of the association was reporied
In good standing, New members were
enrolled by the secretary, and §200
dues pald ¥

On motlop, Major Bixby and Captaln
Willlam Martin were made honorary
members of the assoclation.- Major Bix-
by Is the army enginesrin charge of the
Ohlo river, and Caplain Martin 18 In
charge at Davis Island fiam.

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REFORT.

President Vance next made his an-
nual report. He sald:

*To the Meombers of the Ohlo Valley
Improvement Assoclation:—The past
year has not been marked by any start-
ling avents In the history of your asso-
clation. 3 AL

“The fallure of Co}zmn. al the last
session, (o pass what [8 known as ‘a
“River and Harbor bill," was cavsed by
the approach of war with Bpaln, and
not through g desire on the part of the
law-making power to retard work on
the water-ways that the people of all

t r ize nm y to the
advancement of the country, The com-
mittee on rivers and harbors of the
ho where all such bllls originate, was
o unit in the bellef that the war de-
mands would be such that It was not
wise (o present a bill appropriating
funds fof new worlk on rivers and
harbors, and this opinfon was shared
by thost of your assoclation whose duty
It is to watch over legislation and In
other ways promote and advance the
purposes of the assoclatlon,

“Whitn It was known that such a bill
would not be framed and presented, the
wisdom of ’the l;lrty-fnuﬂh Congress, in

{ding for the conti :

ttee on cre-

ba L ville, to sald
1 p!'eﬁzt‘-'u Strongly ‘as

|| survey.

| hazmoniza with the completed whole.

‘and or
fucvey of !
& ‘constructlon of locks and dama
Lo secire

with Hon. B, B. Dove-

' af the Ittee o riv-

era-and harbdrs,
vansvil

e vis-
able to present the resolutions ed
committee, and

possible the a
cessity tor a survey as called for In}
resalution. Through the effarts of Cap-
tain an appolntment . was

ng the completlon of the |’
l.lml.‘mlr.'r‘m:'rurm:a.1n"llv1“t;1

McEADDEN'S, 7%,

every hat

Black,
Union

Trrserinanred
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made. Nearly all the m s of lhe
committee attended the meeting aad
gave close utiention 1o the argument
presented by the president of your as-
sociation, There 18 no doubt the appro=
priatlon® lor. the survey would have
been made, had not the war Igtervened;
and-ansurances have been given me (hal
the subject will receive fayorable eon-
plderation at the next session of Con-
Eress. . No argument is needéd to dem-

the absalut ity of \n
With such survey perfected,

‘work may be prosecuted at varjous
points with the certainty that it wil

*The resolutions, as a whole, &
at Evansville, have been commended by
all friends of river improvement. The
"h lon of & mo t to reliave
Min et X s o

m e
wharfage charges at varlous citles,
towns and villages, wan most Gtting.
Huch @ movement demands earnest sup-

port.

“In January last, by invitation, and
at the request of the Clncinnatl cham-
ber of commerce, 1 attended a meeting
in Washington ‘of & large committae
from New Orleans and commitiees from
other cities of the Misaissipp! and Ghlo
valleys.  The purpose of the meeting
was to urge Congress to make lmmpe-
dlate and sufficlent appropristion far
the p Impr t, ete.,for the
lengthening and despening of the pres-
ent (Ends) jetly pass at the mouth of
the Mississipp) river, and the restoring
of the southwest pass to navigation.
By request, T appeared with others, be-'
fore the commerce committee of the
senate to request prompt action to
avert Impending danger to navigation.
The Pittsburgh delegation was headéd
by the veteran prince of Improvement—
Captaln Dravo—and his spesch provok-

found Impressi The people

pr )
syetem, was demonstrated. The great
work of improving the Ohlo and its
tributaries has not been idle, although
fallure was made In passing a river and
harbor bill, but has continued and will
continue, until the gross amount pro-
vided by the act of June 3, 1896, has
been exhausted, And the statement
here made applies to all appropriations
in that act which come under the head
of the continuous contracl system.

*At the convention of this {ation

ed & profol
of the Ohlo valley are largely interested
in thefree and unrestricted navigation
of theepasses to the gulf, and It is grat-
\tying to report that Congress took the
necessary steps to strengthen, enlarge,
and protect them. 3 {
FEARS WERE GROUNDLESS,
When this sssociation was organized
at Cincinnatl, in October, 1865, the fear
wns expreased that the object sought—

held last year at Evansville, the resolu-
tions mdopted “cordlally ~endorse the
method"” adopted by Congress of placing
impartant works vnder whgt is com-
monly known as the continpous ecomn-
tract system, and recommended [t Yex-
tenslon to all ¢he works of improvement
that may be hereafter undernken.”

"‘r'he"gmwlng sentiment In favor of
Improved water-ways, on plans ihat
will render such Improvement perma-
nent, warrants' the belief that hereafter
all appropriations for such purposes
will be upon the system recommended
In the resolutlons to which reference
has been made.

CHANGE OF SENTIMENT.

“It s a pleasure to be able to say
(and In saying it the work of this asso-
clatlon Is to he strongly commended)
that during the past few years o rad-
ical change has come qver. the people
of all sections in regard to the improve-
ment of our water-ways by the general
government. Within a period of ten
years thls change has been wrought,and
within the past three years It has been

prodiglous in extent mnd radieal In
character. In bot recent yearg, years
within the memory of every man of
thirty, it was fashionable for political
parties to meel and resolve solemnly
agninst public improvementa at public
expenge, and the party that got in Its
wark first was consldered fortunate,

“Hot we ace now that education upon
the subject of our water-ways, the
knowledge of thelr Inestimable value,
has caused a revolution in public sentl-
ment; and politieal partles, In conven-
tion assembled, resolve In favor of pub-
e improvements; yes, demand such Im-
provements at the hands of the Con-
gress of the country.

“It | fortunate for us, who have the
improvement of the Ohlo and (s tribu-
tarled al heart, that a chunge has ta-
ken place in public sentiment. It means
thiut success will crown our efforts.
Publie sentiment I8 a powerful factor.
1t generally controle—is  all-powerful.
For many years publie seatiment oppos-
ed the bullding of the Manchesier ca-
nal from Liverpool. A chapnge came.
and the canal was bullt at a cost of
$75.000,000, and It 1A a blessing the In-
dustrial Intercsts of that sectlon and
the country ot large, would not forego
for ten-fold the money.. In fact; no
amount of money Iovested Inany other
way, conld so° well aceommaodate the
great trufic that 1s handled by the ca-
nal

“The action of the natlonal honrd of
trade—-an organization cssentinlly ni-
tional In character and of boundless In-
NMuence—In passing a series of resolu-

the p t improvement of the
Ohfo river and Its tributaries—would be
antagonized by the railroad Interesta. It
was thought these great interests would
fear injury at the hands of a free and
deep river, navigable at all seasons, and
use their influence to thwart or retard
thg leglslation it was necessary to se-
cure. I confess that this fear affected
me to some extent. It Is gratlfying to
know that such fears have  proved
grovadiess, 2o far as developments have
been made.

“During the past gear T have had
many letters regarding the dangers to
steamers and their tows from bridgea as
constructed, and I beg to suggest that
this subject recelve the mttention It de-
gerves at the hands of the proper com-
mittes, to the end that the government.
al muthorMies may be thoroughly ad-
vized, and means taken to'prevent fur-
ther obstruction to commerca.

“Complainta have been made of en-
croachments upon the river, tending lo
narrow the channel and obstruct navi-
gation. It la expected that action will
be taken by this convention to prevent
forther Inroads upon the river and re-
move the obstrietlons already con-
structed and In process of conatruction,

“YWhile the work done during the year
that has elapsed gince our last meetlng,
did mot produce a blll with additionsl
approprintions  providing for needed
work, yet It bas advanced and strength-
ened our associstion by building up In

‘the halls of Congress and throughout

the country o feeling of confidence In
the justice of our cause, disarming op-
position, and causing all the people of
all sections and of all partles to rally to
the standard bearing the honored in-
seription: The permanent improvement
of the water-ways of our country will
bring the people closer together and do
more than all else to advance domes-
tic and foreign commerce,
A TRIBUTE TO DOVENER.

“T cannot close without expressing my
igdebledness to Hon, B. B, Dovener,
member of Congress from the district In
which the assoclation meets to-day,and
an honored resldent of Wheeling, for
the inestimable service he has rendered
the associntlon since Its orgnnization, at
which he was present and took an ac-
tlve part. He has demonsirated good
judgment and marked ability - In all
movements for the Improvement of tha
great water-way in which we are inter-
exted, and ns o member of the commit-
tee. on rivers and harbors he has neg-
lected no opportunity to carefully guard
the Inierests of his constituents and of
the whole Ohlo valleg. At all times,
and they have been many), when It has
been necessnry to call upon him  for
eounsel and ald, his secvices have been
nt my @ 1; no duty has been left

tions commendatory of the' per
Improvement of Internal  water-ways,
and endorsing the purposes of this ae-
soclation, has done much to strengthen
our cause, Thisx distinguished body,
after full dellberation and by unani-
mous vote, demanded the thorough and
permanent Improvement of the Internal
waler-woys as o work of natlonal im-
portance and interest, Imperatively de-
manded both by our genernl domestie
and forelgn commarclal relatlons: rec-
agnized with approbation the broad and
comprehensive patriotiem manifested by
the last Congress in [te provision for the
improvement of national watér-wnys;
asked the present Congress (o accord
euppart to, and corry forward, the wise
methods inaugurated by the lnst Con-
gress, and that future Congresses  be
respectiully  petitioned to continue the
same potriotle eourse until the Imprav-
rd watar-ways of America be made to
wield to It2 cltizenship the Incalonlable
profits in form of ecanomic service,
which have been already realized by
the older countries of Europe from the
adoption of similar policles, Another
redolution most heartily commended the
nction of Congress In frecing commerce
from tolls an the Monongahela, and tha
prosecution of work on the locks and
dams on the upper Ohlo, lkewlse re-
questing Congreas to provide, “at ils
prosent jon,” for the letion of
the survey of the Ohlo river to (is
mouth at Cafro, with a view to the con-
struction of locks and dame #o far as
may bo fecessary to necure uninterrupts
od navigntion. ‘The Inst resolution
adopted, reads an follows:

“Resolved, That the natlonal board
of trade desires In the most emphatle
manner, to commend and endorsa the
aclion of the last Congress |n Inaogura-
ting the continuous contraot system, and
urgently eecommendn Its application to
mn'lmpmvvml:nl of all navigable rlv-
ore.

“It glvea me pleasure lo thus call
your attention to the proeeedings of this
Important body of raprésontative men
from all sections of the country, repres
wenting the great [ndusirial and com-

mercinl Intereste, and I am convineed ]

unperformed; no labor too arduous, TUp-
an all pecanlons he has been falthful in
the performance of duty, and steadfant
In devotion to the cause mdvocated by
ihis assoclation.

“In comnection with this subject,while
hearty support was accorded the objecis
of the nssociation, by members of Con-
gress generally, and particularly those
from the Ohlo valley, 1 desire to men-
ton as worthy of warm commendatlion,
Messra, Dalzell, Stone and Atcheson, of
Pennsylvania; Browmell, Burton, Dan-
ford and Grosvenor, of Ohlo; Herry, of
Kentucky; Hemlngway, of Indlana. 1t
1s not possible here to nome all who
earnestly alded un

“ would not be faithful to my duty
and 1o Justice should mentlon be omii-
ted of Colonel B, P. Wilkon, secreiary
of the nmsociation. Hin services began
betare the organization; he was ane of
those who set on foot the project to form
an organlgation to Improve the Ohlo and
{ix tribotarien, the organization to em-
brace the six states hordering on, the
Ohla; after its organization he accepted
the position of secrelary, and lias filled
{t since with distingulshed auccess. Hia
office atl Clnelnnatl has boen the head-
quarters of Lhe assoclation—placed at
our digposal, together with hia personal
serviced, withoul expense, To thore
who know him—nand all who do, recog-
nize Nis abllity and morked executive
eapreily. 1 need not speak of the value
af hin mervices to this nssoclation. His
lahors havw heen hestowed In it behall
with & cheerful disregard of wolf, and

“the suggestion has been made  from

many quariers, that steps be taken to
recognize. what he has done and that
whiell remalng to be dane by him,

“rn canclusion, gentlemen of the aaso-
elatlon, permit me {0 sayg that you are
not bullding alone for the present gen-
oration, but for thoee who eomo after
wao are gone. It Is pur good fortune to
have homes In this  beautifol  valley,
dear to many of us as our birth=-placs
and to all of ux by fond memories and
oherished associntions, We are hera for
& noble purpase; to beneflt our homes;
10 make more prosperous our country;
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ROCKING CHAIRS- ALEXANDER FREW.

L

‘-*..,I.of solid oak, cane seat

- Mocking {hais! |

*" Relit good and strong, with -
braced back and well fis-
.-l“d.ml

Only.. 750 Each

We only have 20 dozen and they
will not last long, S0 get your or-
ders in early.
orders gh’.,prnmpl. attention,

Furniture and
. Carpet Store,
1208 Main Street.
Telephoae 229..

SPECIAL SALE

Mail and telephone J

ju

to so Jabar as 1o leave to our children n
heritage rich in ing with

intelligence, and populous with content-
ed men and 'wo with more schoal
more churches, ‘more of all that makes
life desirable and that adds to the sum
of human happiness. This canont be
done without good work In the cause
that brings us together. (Whea we
feave this conventlon, ths ‘work must
not be forgotten. 1 remember the
words of the late Captain Batchelor, at
the Cinclnnat! conventlon:

*+1 hope our river men will not think
when they get home that they have left
the conventlon behind them. In former
years we have had meetings rnd passed
resolutlons, then gone home and acted
ar It everybody else was to do the work.
We have gone Turther, and organized

_&n association, We have obligated our-

selves Lo carry out the work. Now let us
do [t ;

‘““These words were true when they:

were uttergd. They are true to-day. We
need an actlive membership—a larger
membership. To achleve perfect auccess
we must have the cordlal support of all
the people of the vallsy. In my judg-
ment, we shall have It"

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

The report of Secretary-Treasurer E.
P, Wilson was then read. It Included
an account of the convention at Evans-
ville last year. The secreétary’s report
was as follows:

The second annual mecting of the
Ohlo Valley Improvement Assoclation
was held at Evansville, Indlana, on Oc-
tober 12, 1897, at which the atiendance
was very full and satisfactory. Then
followed a detailed account of the pro-
cerdings of the meeting. The member-
ship list embraces the following:

Ohlo—Gallipolls; 2§; Cinclanati,
Eureka, Portsmouth, Hannibal, Tronton
and Marletta, one'¥ach; total, &),

Kentucky—Loulsville, 23: also the
Louisville Coal Exchange.

Pennsylvania—Pittsburgh, 113Browns-
ville, 2; %otal, 13,

Indlann—Evansville, 24; Tell City, 12;
Aurora, 1; tolal, 37.

West Virginla—Falrmont, 7;: Parkers-
turg, ‘1; Morgantown, 1; Wheeling, 2,
(nat Including the chamber of commefce
membership of 20); Raymond City, 1:
total, 22

Of those who subseribed Inst year to
the sippart of the associntion and did
not renew during the past gear, the fol-
fowing are recorded:

Indiann—New Albany, L

Ohlo—Cincinnatl, 4.

Ht;nluckr—lauln'llle. 3; Maysville, 4;
totul, 7.

Pennsylvanla—Pitteburgh, 12; Roch-
eater, 1; Allegheny, 1; total, 14.

West: Virginia—Falrmont, §; Parkers-
burg, 1; Point Pleasant, 1; Ragpmond
City, 1; total, 8,

President Vance anpnounced the recen-
tion to be glven at Wheeling Park In
the evening. He also announced  that
Viee President Peterson, of the Wheel-
ing Rallway Company, had lovited the
vigitors to a trolley ride over the clty on
the lines of the Wheeling and over-the-
river electric linen, AMr. Poterson sug-
gested that the delogates assemble at
the auditorium at 2:30 p.m. The conven-
ton adopted the suggestion.

A recess was taken (0 P:30 a. m., on
Thuraday.

The report of Treasurer J. D, Parler,
of Cinclnnatl, wag ns follows:

DR,
Collections, for membership
fepn . I

Sinindnpes L]
Louleville &

Ml €0, 0ierneen 5
Capt. W. W, Hite =
Loulsville Coal Bxchange.. 100
Whesling Chambar of Com-

meren ... sidsassss 1
Cineclnnatl

00
o
0
(]

" CHAmbar ST
COMMOTOE 4urrnasnrinssanssss 300 051,335 00

Exponnea of mrnt;
Nntlonal Hoard of
(memborship) cooeieiesian. B
Expenson of préafdent....... 000
Treanursr, cash advanced.. 11 08— 1,80 &
BRAIANCE i eicitnanrrissssensasiransy,  TH 12
INDEBTEDNESS,
Cash advaneed by Pres, Vance.,... 31,59
Printing, ele.cieieinis aka 8 65

Total (NAOBLAANORE, . vevvereseses SLHT 8

LAST NIGHT'S RECEPTION
Was ane of the Finsst Soein]l Fanctiony

Bver (iven In Whealing.
Wheoling Park, it beautifur follnge,
its brilliant Hhominations and {is mag-
nificent Casino—all these were o rove-
latlon to the piver improvement con-
vention visitors who almost (o a/man
atiended the receplion given In thele
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musl

sang "My,
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midnight.

midnight ait
gerved.
During
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C. L. Gontze,

F. F, Farls,

F, C, Hoffman,
Chas' Aul,

A, J. Wentworth,
D, J, NeKee,

3, J. MeDonald,
. J. sArbens,
RB. Reed, .

John Arbenz,
W. Lo Willinms,
R. H. Naylor,
M. Ryan,

J, M, Dauer,

F. H. Theirs.

H. F. Stahiman,

\ Tho=: O'Bricn, Ir,
W. H. Pfarr,

G D. Maxwell,
Lafe Starks,

J. B
E. M. Holllday,

Tay Helner,
W, J. Ki

. T,

. 1L Hubbard,
A G Davis,

i, Lukeons,
_K. Graham,

« Jd. Hoeuter,

. Klieves,

. H, Wender,
W, ©, MeGregor,
G. F. Updogral,
Morgan Merger,
Peehles Tatam,

J. ML Oefforson,
Loula | Horkhelmer,
W, H, Higgins,

J. Ta Vance,
G. G, Murdock,

honor Iu%.';'_li];'-ht by, the

chamber of

The 7 and7:30 motors on the Whee-
Ing & Bim Grove road carried the visl
tors nnd the home guests of the cham-

to the number of

The cailntion provide
talnment committee by Caterer Carne
was saved [n the handsomely decoral
Casino dinfng hall, where 150 persos
were seated at once,
first eared’fur in the dining hali, sftef §
which the home guests were served Al
exira large force of attendunty had bet :
secured by the commiitee, and the re
sult was that the luncheon was served
quite satlsfactorily  and quickly. At
of the guests had best

J. L. Kinghorn,
J. F. Elll=son,
H. O, Bteale,
0. P. MoKer,
Wm. Graham,
. Ewing,
0. Moftat,
T, A, Litte
T. B. Bwer m{:
F. F. Halloc
R. 8. Dillen,
Jos. L. Nayier,
1. V. Harton,
J. F. Drava,
John Moffat,

E
A

W, 1

about 660, 1 the park.
there was & remarkable absence of any-
thing approaching & hiteh or crush, The |
several commitiees were statlonsd al
the gates and in the casino, and b
tickets wersidistributed In a sysiematle
way that prevented any confusion there
wasn't a guest who was not well sarvel
Upon’ arrival at the park, the suests
proceeded to the casino, where the'ég- |
tertainmenti committee hod Sprusg s
pleasant surprise In the ehape of a fine
ecal programme that was renderd !
from the stage. The hit of Lhe yen-
Ing was made by Master Ailen Good- |
win, n Bridgeport Jad of elght yeam
who has & remarkable volce which ln
being tralned by Mrs. 'Williams al the
instance of some of the music-lovieg |
people of Bridgeport and: this cliy, He
d Kentucky Home" most
effectively and was repeatedly recalisd
Mre, WhHENnis, Mr. Baum apd Mr, Wi =
son, the Iatter of Pitisburgh, sang soide
to the aceompaniment of Mr. Schockly

| o'clock, ‘after which the
| was clearsd and danclng was the &=,
| traction to/the music of
| House orchestra. The merry-maken

| held possesglon of the floor until atter &

A for the enter

ihe, evening :
band wuestatloned In the casino encle
sure and rendercd a fine copoert P
_The grounds were briitiasth
Hiumimated for the occaslon and the
visitors were pardoned in that they
cvuld expréss nothing but surprise thai J
Wiheeling could present such an atirae
tive résort, The decorntlons in the (2 4
Fino were very att the

stage the srracgement o
other planits was particularly
and was refleved by the
bunting in which the national

Al

the park

The recettlon lasted from 8 to 5%

Cuslng floor

The visitors wen

the

ractive.
¢ palme and
effective,

brig

A partial'llst of those present follows
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